Redlake Valley Community Benefit Society Ltd

Generic Risk Assessment Record

Site..............Brineddin Wood, Quillet 2879, Chapel Lawn.................................................

Dates............
Grid ref. for air-ambulance: SO 317768..............................

Leader..........K & M Limbrick.................................................................

Group.........RVCBS shareholders practical tasks group........................................................

	Activity assessed: Construction of steps, woodpile, felling of small  trees, cutting wood into sizes, other woodland management tasks
	Assessed by: 

KPLimbrick
	Assessment date 24.11.23

	 Hazard

(Potential for harm)
	Level of Risk

(low, medium or high)
	Precautions to be implemented

(to remove hazard; or reduce risk level to an acceptable level)

	Contact with hand tools
	Low
	Site Safety and Tools Talk to be given at start.

Tools to be used for the function they were designed for. As many tools are supplied by volunteers on the day – it is their responsibility to bring tools that are in good working order.

Carrying tools: Keep tools closed and below waist height and close to body.

Be aware of others working close by and keep a distance between you when using tools.

	Contact with woody material
	Low
	All workers must wear protective gloves to handle woody material. Be aware of potentially thorny material that may pierce gloves.

Small woody material can whip/spring back when moved. Handle at arms length and in lower body space.

Allow sufficient space between workers - i.e. Greater than length of material being handled

Wear goggles when pulling large or unwieldy branches/logs to prevent eye injuries.

When cutting woody material in upper body space, ensure it drops to the ground safely or ask for assistance to catch material when cut.

	Contact with rubbish and debris
	Low
	Check ground for thorns or other sharp objects before kneeling. Remove rubbish before work begins to an agreed area for later removal.

	Falling timber and branches
	medium
	If cutting large sections of wood warn those around to move away from potential hazard of falling branches. Ask for assistance and agree course of action to be taken if handling with another person.

Only work with larger diameter wood if wearing reinforced toe capped footwear.

	Felling small trees
	High
	Only to be attempted when area  of fall of tree is clear of volunteers and when 2 or 3 volunteers are working together to decide

· probable direction of fall

· side of tree to receive first cut

· course of action if tree fall is different to predicted

	Chainsaws
	high
	Only to be used by chainsaw-trained operator.

All other volunteers to keep a distance between operator with chainsaw in action and the cut timber they are creating.

	Manual handling
	low
	Bending legs when lifting heavy timber  Use both hands to lift with. Face object to be lifted . Avoid overstretching.

Workers will take frequent rest breaks from repetitive impact tasks.

	Contact with Public
	low
	Warn passers-by of site work preferably with signs at either end of work area. Ensure visitors are kept away from main work area.

	Trip hazards
	medium
	Work area must be kept free of obstructions to prevent slips and trips.

Remove excess cut material regularly to side of pathway.

	Working on a steep slope
	medium
	Check security of position of feet when starting working with tools to eg cut branches, move logs, drive in stakes etc. Always take time to assess stability.
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